
THE SECRET SOCIETIES 
by Mural Vance 

The original home of the secret societies: "That all the mysteries throughout the 
world were the same in substance, being derived from one source, and celebrated in 
honor of the same deities, though acknowledged under different appellations, is further 
evidenced from the fact that they are traced to the plains of Shinar before the dispersion 
of mankind."--The Traditions, Origin, and Early History of Freemasonry, Pierson, 33°, 
Past Grand Master, Past Grand High Priest, p. 233, in the first 384 pages of this work 
bear the page heading "Coincidences with the Mysteries." 

"Throughout the Euphrates region are found the first evidences of the cultivation 
of Masonry." Frank C. Higgins, 32° p. 23. Ancient Free Masonry. 

"The universal sentiment of the Masons of the present day is to confer upon 
Solomon, King of Israel, the honor of being their 'First Grand Master.' But the Legend of 
the Craft had long before, though there was a tradition of the temple extant, bestowed, at 
least by implication, that title upon Nimrod, the King of Babylonia and Assyria. It had 
attributed the first organization of a fraternity to him...."--History of Freemasonry, Mackey 
and Singleton, vol. l, p. 63.* 

Others, specializing on the Egyptian religion, consider Egypt as the original 
home: "Indeed we may look on the Great pyramid as the first true Masonic temple in the 
world."--Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man, Churchward, p. 9. This writer further 
declares that the entire ritual, the signs and symbols, "as we use and practice in our 
rites," as well as many of those to be found in the Christian church, have their Origin in 
Egypt. p.11. 

"From what has been hinted at above, it will be clear to every Freemason and 
Rosicrucian that from a careful study of the ancient Egyptian religion can be gleaned 
much which will guide them to a correct interpretation of those mysteries with which they 
are already acquainted."--The Symbolism of the Gods of the Egyptians and the Light 
They Throw on Freemasonry, Dr. Thomas M. Stewart, p. 18. 

"Egyptian Mysteries. Egypt has always been considered as the birthplace of the 
mysteries.. . .from Egypt ... this system of symbols was disseminated through Greece 
and Rome and other countries of Europe and Asia, giving origin, through many 
intermediate steps, to that mysterious association which is now represented by the 
Institution of Freemasonry."--An Ency. of Freemasonry, Mackey and McClenachan, art. 
Egyptian Mysteries.

Others turn to China, Japan, and India for an explanation of the symbols used: 
"The first Masonic Legislator whose memory is preserved to us by history was Buddha."-
-Morals and Dogma, Pike, p.277. 

________________ 

*On p. 62 of this same work we read: "And, again, the Legend of the Craft 
vindicates its character and correctly clothes a historical fact in symbolic language when 
it portrays Babylonia also the birthplace of Operative Masonry.” 

"The use of all our symbols and their true meaning ((is))only intelligible after 
studying their Hindoomeaning."--Freemasonry and the Ancient Gods, Ward, p. 330. This 
writer further declared that "the Hindoo conception of the Deity, and particularly of the 
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Trinity," is the same as that taught in the Masonic lodge, and that the "attributes of the 
three principal officers the same as that of Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva." "The Yogi 
system of initiation explains much of our craft and arch ritual." loc.cit. (In India, Brahma is 
the name of the rising sun, he is symbolized by the boar and the bull, the phallus is one 
of his chief emblems, along with the lion and the peacock, and the word Brahma means 
"Father." Vishnu bears the titles "destroyer," "lord of serpents," and "thunderbolt." He is 
represented by goat, a 7-headed serpent, the phallus, a hog, a man-headed Fish--
Dagon, the sun-god in the ocean--and by a lion. Though primarily the setting sun, 
Vishnu, like other sun-gods and their earthly vicars, was said to rule over heaven, earth, 
and hell, to have a triple crown. From every angle, Shiva or Siva represents not only the 
sun-god but also Lucifer. He is represented by a lion, by a serpent, by a bull, by the 
peacock--symbol of the devil throughout the East--and by the phallus. Shiva also wears 
the triple crown and bears the title “Lord of the three worlds." Called "the god of a 
thousand names, "his multitude of demon titles as well as the manner in which he is 
worshiped show clearly that he is none other than "that old serpent, the devil." He 
regularly bears the pitchfork as his staff of office.) 

The God or Gods of Masonry: Abraxas, Adad, Adonis,** Amun, Baal, Bel, Hu, the 
Sun, and a host of others are listed by Mackey (Ency. of Freemasonry) as a "name of 
the true God," identified with Jehovah, or as a deity worshiped in the mysteries of which 
Masonry everywhere declares he is the successor. Abraxas is identified with Christ on 
p.9 of the 1917 edition of this work, and with Satan on p. 117 of History of Freemasonry 
and Concordat Orders, Stillson, who was assisted in his editorial work by a board of 81 
leading Masons. The Gnostics worshiped Abraxas under the symbol of a lion-headed 
serpent and connected the number 666 with him. Adad, who is declared to represent 
God among the upper degrees of Masonry (Mackey, op. cit., p. 16), Adad the stormy 
man-bull god of Syria, is called "destroyer, "the Roaring One," and "wielder of the bolt" in 
Syrian texts. A Babylonian text tells how a Babylonian king kissed the feet of "Adad, my 
lord."--Royal Descriptions, Barton, p. 339. The mysteries of Adonis are frankly admitted 
to be the most closely related to Masonry of all the ancient mysteries.--Mackey, op. cit., 
pp. 25-29. Yet Adonis is identified with Tammuz, Bacchus, Osiris, Atys, Dis, Serapis, 
and other demon gods by scholars who have investigated the field. Phallic worship was 
especially associated with this cult, and the goat was one of the chief symbols for the 
god. Amun, Amen, or Ammon was represented by a bull, by a serpent, and by a lion. 
The name Amen means "the Hidden One," and such titles as "Lord of the Two Horns," 
"Lord of Hades," show his demon connections. The phallus was one of his chief 
symbols, being representative of his title "God of the uplifted arm." In his hieroglyphic 
dictionary, Budge defines Amen as "Hidden one, devil, secret, mysterious." 

_________________ 

**"The mysteries of Adonis are said to have been first established at Babylon.... 
Adonis, which derived from the Heb. Adon,--lord or master--was one of the titles given to 
the sun."--Mackey, Adonis 

The word Baal means lord or master. Among the later Babylonian, Phoenician, 
and Caananite Cults, Baal became a proper name for the sun-god. Scholars consider 
that Baal is but a later spelling for Bel, the earlier Babylonian name for the sun. "Baalim, 
in the plural, were the sun, moon, and stars, 'the host of heaven.'" "Baal peor, the lord of 
priapism ((phallic worship)), was the sun represented as the generative principle of 
nature, and identical with the phallus of other religions. Baal-gad was the lord of the 
multitude, (of stars); that is, the sun as the chief of the heavenly host-Mackey, op. cit., 
art. Baal. 
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"Bel...has, with Jah and On, been introduced into the Royal Arch system as a 
representative of the Tetragrammeton...."--id., art. Bel. (The word Tetragrammeton, 
usually spelled -maton, is the Babylonian-Jewish name for the four letters JHVH, which 
with the vowel points is Jehovah.)Another title of Bel in Babylon was Enlil, "lord of de-
mons," (see Web. Un.). Jah is considered to be a shortened form of Jehovah, and On 
was the name or one of the names-of the sun in Hebrew and Egyptian--Funk and 
Wagnall’s New Standard Dictionary. 

Hu, the Druidic name for the sun-god, is related to the word Jehovah according 
to Mackey. (See under Hu and Hi-Ho, the latter, according to this author being he-she 
and showing that God is both male and female!) Hu is called "the Dragon Ruler of the 
World," "the Smiter," "the Strangler." He was represented both as a bull and as a 
serpent. His solar chariot is shown being pulled by serpents, and his priests were called 
"adders." One of his titles was "Father." 

"Sun worship ... is modified and Christianized in our modern system. Many, 
indeed nearly all of the Masonic symbols of the present day can only be thoroughly 
comprehended and properly appreciated by this reference to sun-worship."--Symbolism 
of Freemasonry, Mackey, revised by Clegg, 33°, p. 28. 

Throughout the mysteries and everywhere in church art, the Hebrew equivalent 
for the letters JHVH, Jehovah, will be found written in the sun. At every step of the 
investigation of pagan gods and their concealed representations in the apostasy, one 
finds an attempt to identify God with Satan, the Saviour with the Serpent, and to 
combine the worship of Lucifer with the worship of Jehovah. It seems highly significant in 
this study that the Hebrew-Chaldee name of the sungod is Shamash, a word which in 
the letter-number system of the Babylonian Hebrews has as the numerical value of 640, 
as any Hebrew scholar will point out. Everywhere in the mysteries it is pointed out that 
the numerical value of JHVH in the Hebrew is 26. Busenbaak points out that by writing 
the JHVH in the sun, the mystics have a subtle way of concealing 666, "the grand 
number of the sun," for this is the sum of 640 and 26.--Symbols, Sex, and the Stars, p. 
260. (This same fact is pointed out by Rev. Walter Begley in his Biblia Cabalistica, p. 
120.) 

The Religion of Masonry: One frequently hears the statement made that Masonry 
is a social organization, not a religion. This statement is at variance with the facts: 
"Masonry, then, is indeed, a religious institution."--Ency. of Freemasonry, Mackey, art. 

Religion of Freemasonry. Religion is listed by Pierson as one of the subjects 
taught by Masonry. Traditions of Freemasonry, p. 120. 

"...The Master is really the priest of the lodge."--Mackey, op. cit., art. Priest. Other 
priest titles listed in this same work as applying to Masonic officers are High Priest, 
Grand High Priest, Royal Priest, and Priest Theosophist. 

The whole structure of the mysteries is built around a secret worship! "Each of 
the pagan gods had (besides the public and open ceremonies) a secret worship paid 
unto him to which none were admitted but those who had been selected by preparatory 
ceremonies, called Initiation. This secret worship was termed the Mysteries." --
Symbolism of Freemasonry, Mackey, rev.  by Clegg, p. 93. 

Foundation doctrines of the mysteries: "It was, then, the great object of all the 
rites and mysteries of antiquity to teach the consoling doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul." "The hidden doctrines of the unity of the Deity and the immortality of the soul were 
originally in all the Mysteries, even those of Cupid and Bacchus."--id., p. 231. '"The 
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initiation into the Mysteries scenically represented the mythic descent into Hades and 
the return from thence to the light of day...."--Origin of Pagan Idolatry, Faber, iv, p. 384. 
The Masonic sacred plant, "The acacia, in the mythic system of Freemasonry, is 
preeminently the symbol of the IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL--that important doctrine 
which it is the great design of the institution to teach."--Mackey-Clegg, op. cit., p. 253. 
(The unity of the Deity" mentioned above will be found, on close examination, to be 
based on the Gnostic principle that all the deities of the pagan and Christian world in 
reality are but forms of the one supreme god, Pan or Cosmos; centering in the sun as 
the central deity from whom all the other stellar gods as well as all matter, including man, 
are supposed to have emanated. In all these mystic religions, the life of man is a "divine 
spark" which has descended from the solar deity and which ascends to it at death.) 

In every case, the astrological religion of Babylon is found to be the foundation of 
the mysteries! 

If some zealous vivisectionist were to attempt to cut away from the body of an 
animal as much, in proportion, as the science of astronomy enters into the mysteries of 
Free Masonry, either ancient or modern, he would scarcely leave more than the tips of 
the ears and the tail. The same may with equal truth be said of all the ancient religious 
mysteries."--Ancient Free Masonry, Higgins, 330, p. 177. "Freemasonry is based on 
Sabeism, the worship of the stars." Freemasonry, Fellows, cited. 

Computation of the Number 666, p. 46. The lodge represents the world or 
universe. "The three principal officers represent the sun in her three principal positions,--
at rising, at meridian, and at setting. --Manual of the Lodge, Mackey, p. 24. "The Master 
and the Wardens are symbols of the sun, the Lodge of the universe, or world."--Mackey-
Clegg, op. cit., p. 115. The ceiling of the chamber represents the heavens, with the 
principal planets visible.--Liturgy of the Ancient and Accelted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Anon., p. 181. 

The tasseled cord which is so frequently shown on Masonic boards and aprons, 
represents the zodiac.--Le Symbolique Maconnique, Luys Babuf, p. 170. "The candidate, 
after his admission to the lodge room, follows the ancient custom of all the mysteries in a 
preambulation, which is a symbol of the Sun in his annual course through the twelve 
signs of the zodiac."--Guide to the Royal Arch Chapter, Gould. 

The 7-stepped ladder of the mysteries represents the 7 planets. Mackey-Clegg, 
op. cit., p. 346. 

The Tessellated Pavement of the lodge (with alternating black and white 
squares) "represents the created universe, of Light and Darkness, Good and Evil, Joy 
and Sorrow, Male and Female." Of Masonic Symbolism, Pike, p. 161. "Masons of this 
age and their predecessors had nothing whatever to do with any Solomon or any 
temple."--Veritas, Melville. "The Temple of Solomon is really the temple of the Solar 
Man, Sol-om-on,-the King of the Universe."--The Lost Keys of Freemasonry Hall., p. 63. 

"When the Mason learns that the key to the warrior in the block is proper 
application of the Dynamo of living power, he has learned the mystery of his craft. The 
seething energies of Lucifer are in his hands and before he may step onward and 
upward, he must prove his ability to properly apply energy."--id., p. 48. "The master 
mason is in truth a sun... .Through him passes Hydra, the great snake, and from its 
mouth there pours to man the light of God. His symbol is the rising sun." id., p. 55.
 (Though Hall, at the time he wrote this book was not a Mason, he has since 
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joined. The work itself, though not by a Masonic writer, was accepted and published by a 
Masonic publishing house.) 

Much is made in Masonry over the legend of a mythical "Hiram Abif." Note the 
symbolism involved: "We are indebted to the Tyrian Freemasons for the introduction of 
the symbol of Hiram Abif. The idea of the symbol ... was evidently borrowed from the 
pagan mysteries, where Bacchus, Adonis, Proserpine, and a host of other apotheosized 
being play the same role that Hiram does in the Masonic Mysteries.-Mackey-Clegg, op. 
cit., p. 20, 21. "Take, for instance, the legend of the third degree, or the myth of Hiram 
Abif.... Its invention... was... intended to illustrate a philosophical or religious truth, which 
truth, it is hardly necessary for us to say, is the doctrine of the immortality of the soul."--
id., pp. 209,209. Hiram is a "symbol of the sun shorn if its vivifying rays and fructifying 
power by the three winter months, and its restoration to generative heat by the season of 
spring."--id., p. 238. 

The word Free in Free-Masonry is derived from Phre or Phra, the sun. --Egyptian 
Belief and Modern Thought, Gonwick.  

On the eastern wall of nearly every Masonic hall is the letter G in a sun. Its 
meaning? "The letter G represents Geometry and God.... Its deeper meaning is properly 
reserved for the more advanced degrees."--Traditions of Freemasonry, Pierson, p. 137. 
((One wonders what deeper meaning anything could have than God!)) The G in the 
flaming star represents Geomatria, God, Gnosis, Generation, Goblin, Gravitation, and 
the 7 ranks or stations.--Le Symbolique Maconnique, Babuf, pp. 237-239. It also 
represents the father as the generator and has the same significance as the Hebrew 
Jod, Yod, Iod. id., p. 239. We turn to The Quabbalah Unveiled by McGregor-Mathers to 
learn what this significance is, to discover that it represents the lingam or membrum 
Virile in union with the orificii membri from which springs life. The old Hindu form of the 
Yod is a straight line in contact with a circle--and several other alphabets have the same 
form--an echo of which is still to be found in the dot over our own letter i or Yod. 
(McGregor-Mathers was the Rosicrucian teacher of A.E. Crawley, the "secret master" 
who gave the charter to the San Jose Rosicrucians.) Everywhere in the mysteries, an 
upright bar or vertical mark is considered as symbolic of the "serpent which standeth 
erect," the activated phallus.--The Rosicrucians, Their Rites and Ceremonies, Jennings. 
Still another secret society writer informs us that the G refers to the "Garden of Venus," 
which has a "narrow pathway" by which one may ascend and descend, the whole being 
an allegory dealing with the "mystery of Generation."--Freemasonry, A.E. Waite, vol.l. 
The same writer goes on, "He who understands the secret of the sexes has the key of all 
things.... Physical generation ... is symbolized by a Garden of Venus." It appears certain, 
therefore, that the "deeper meaning" of this mystic letter G has the same significance as 
the yoni-lingam symbol to be found outside every Hindu temple and that we have here 
the same sex worship to be found in the rawest of the pagan mysteries. 

This conclusion is to be further borne out by a multitude of other symbols used in 
the secret societies. One of the most frequently used such symbols is a dot within a 
circle, the Egyptian symbol for Ra the sun-god, called in the Egyptian texts the 
"Generator" and "the Heavenly Bull." (We note that the symbolism here is identical with 
the Masonic G in the circle of the sun). "Properly to understand this symbol ((the dot 
within the circle))" we read, "we must refer... to the worship of the Phallus, a peculiar 
modification of sun-worship, which prevailed to a great extent among the nations of 
antiquity."- Mackey-Clegg, op. cit., p. 111. In India, the same Sanscrit word is defined as 
"The architect of the gods, creator, penis, Father, Siva." --The Practical Sanskrit-English 
Dictionary, Apte, p. 642. It would appear that it is the knowledge of such secret signs 
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and symbols as these which enables a high degree Mason to enter the intersanctum of a 
Hindu temple by giving the proper hand signs at the door. --Freemasonry and the 
Ancient Gods, Ward, p. 13. 

A multitude of other Masonic symbols could be sighted which have the same 
phallic meaning, but we will omit them with but a mention of the so-called "Seal of 
Solomon" or "Whield of David," the doubletriangle which is found in the mysteries 
throughout the world. This symbol, we read, represents God when it has the significant 
dot in the center.--Ward, op.cit., p. 12. We have been told, as noted earlier, that we must 
turn to India if we are to learn the full meaning of Masonic symbols. In India, the 
downward pointing triangle, frequently made in black, represents woman, sin, darkness, 
and the underworld. The upward pointing triangle represents man, goodness, light, and 
the realm of light and life. Thus the two in union symbolize exactly the same thing as the 
tessellate black and white floor of the Masonic lodge, and it is significant that this same 
sacred seal of the mysteries is sometimes used to replace the phallic organs on Hindu 
bi-sexual gods.--Symbols, Sex, and the Stars, Busenbark, p. 157. The upward point 
triangle is also the symbol of the male god of Hades Siva while the one pointing down 
represents the female goddess of Hades, Vishnu.--id. This same writer also informs us 
that the serpent frequently placed across the two triangles in union is the Oriental 
symbol for lust. We noted in an earlier study that the secret societies also use the "seal" 
with its central circle or dot as a symbol of the 7 planets, being pictured with the symbols 
of the planets at the tips of the "star." 

Everywhere in the mysteries, just as in the religious art of ancient paganism, one 
finds the serpent. It is a much used symbol in Freemasonry representing, we are told, 
both Good and Evil, God and Satan.--Ency. of Freemasonry, Mackey, art. Serpent. 

The serpent, we are told by Parker, "entered into the mythology of every nation, 
consecrated almost every temple, symbolized almost every deity, was imagined in the 
heavens, stamped on the earth, and ruled in the realms of eternal sorrow .... The close 
relationship if not absolute identity among the early races of man between Solar, Phallic, 
and serpent worship was most striking; so marked indeed as to indicate that they are all 
forms of a single worship."--The Evil Eye, p. 51. Paul points out the true nature of this 
single worship in 1 Cor. 10:20. And we find numerous hints as to its nature in the 
writings of the secret societies: 

"Sons of Light. Freemasons are so called because Lux, or Light, is one of the 
leading characteristics of Speculative Freemasonry. --Mackey-Clegg, op.cit., p. 361. 
"Light... was revered because it was an emanation of the sun, the common object of 
worship."--id., p. 348. "Sabianism, the worship of light, prevailed amongst all the leading 
nations of the early world."--id., p. 27. "Thus it will be perceived that the religious 
sentiment of a good and an evil principle gave to darkness, in the ancients ... has 
supplied Freemasonry with a double Symbolism--that of Light and Darkness. Darkness 
is the symbol of initiation."--id. p. 155. 

The word Lucifer is derived from Lux -feros, "Light-bearer." Lucifer, we are told 
by Waite, represents light-darkness, malefemale, and is related to the tiled floor (with 
alternating black and white squares) of the Universal Lodge.--Freemasonry, vol.1. Pike 
tells us that everything has emanated from "the Ancient King of Light."--Morals and 
Dogma, p.286. This king of Light in the pagan mysteries is of course the sun, Enlil, the 
lord of demons, the god whom the ancients pictured as a being with hoofs, horns, a tail, 
and a pitchfork. "A ray of light, shot from the Deity, is the cause and principle of all that 
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exists. It is at once Father and Mother of All, in the sublimest sense." "Lucifer, the Light-
bearer! 

Strange and mysterious name to give the Spirit of Darkness. Lucifer, the Son of 
the Morning! Is it he who bears the Light, and with its splendors intolerable blinds feeble, 
sensual, or selfish Souls? Doubt it not! for traditions are full of Divine Revelations and 
Inspirations: and Inspiration is not of one Age nor of one Creed. Plato and Philo, also, 
were inspired."--id., pp. 267, 321. (Pike's work is an authorized Masonic publication.) 

If these things be true, why do not the multitude of fine Christian people who 
belong to Masonic organizations know about them? The answer is given by the 
publications themselves: 

"Masonry, like all the Religions, all the Mysteries, Hermeticism and alchemy, 
conceals its secrets from all except the Adepts and Sages, or the Elect, and uses false 
explanations and misinterpretations of its symbols to mislead those who deserve only to 
be misled: to conceal the Truth which it calls Light, from them, and to draw them away 
from it." id., p. 104. "To pretend to explain the symbols while leaving them still an enigma 
has ever been the rule in the mysteries. They had an outer explanation for the profane 
and unwise initiates, and, an Inner for the Adepts."--Of Masonic Symbolism, Pike, p. 58. 

"One of the most beautiful; but at the same time most abstruce, doctrines of the 
science of Masonic symbolism is that the Freemason is ever to be in search of truth, but 
is never to find it."-Mackey-Clegg, op. cit., p. 228. 

Miscellaneous Notes: "All the secrets of Masonry are concealed in the Hebrew or 
Chaldee language."--The Rosicrucians, Jennings, p.90. "It has been thought by some 
writers that during the captivity in Babylonia, the Jews inbibed the notions of the Orient 
on all religious and mysterious subjects...." id., p. 93. Among the Kabalists, "the name of 
the Devil as Evil is composed of the letters upside down of the very name of the Deity, or 
the Good."--id., p. 99. 

Low magic has as one its sub-divisions Satanism. Satanism or the "Realm of the 
Fallen Angels" is divided into two camps, Palladists and Luciferians. "We leave High 
Freemasonry to deal with the Palladists, and will briefly speak of the Luciferians.... "--
Complete Book of the Occult, Poinson, p. 335. The Palladists see in Satan the true 
Adonai, the element of Goodness. The Luciferians worship the God of Evil. "In both 
cases, it will be seen, there is faith in the Devil."--id., p. 336. (It is not certain whether or 
not this author is a Mason, but he has no axe to grind and seems thoroughly acquainted 
with the mysteries.) 

"...It is admitted that Roman Catholic if not Jesuitical, features are to be found in 
some of the high degrees."--History of Freemasonry, Mackey, Chapter 31. 

SSS is to be found over the lights in the Masonic Lodge.--Liturgy of the Ancient 
and Accepted Rite of Freemasonry, Anon., p. 181. It also is sometimes to be found on 
the Masonic apron.--The Book of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, McClenachan, p. 87. The letter Z is on the key of each of the "Seven 
Secret Masters."--who are called the "Seven Malakoth."--id., p. 36 and Liturgy, etc., p. 
182. In the Kabbalah Unveiled, Mathers* informs us that Malakoth or Malkuth refers to 
the universe and that it has "Seven inferior manifestations after the manner of a 
serpent." pp. 51, 148. (Both words are the same in Hebrew-Chaldee, being written 
MLKVTh. It seems certain that the Malak root of the Malakoth is same as the Malik, 
Malka, or Melek used by the Yezidis of Mesopotamia today as a title of Satan. The same 
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root seems to be found in the name of the Palmyren god Malachbelos (( Zeus, Cook, iii, 
p. 1159)) which seems to mean Evil-Bel or Satan-Bel.) 

Titles of Masonic officers and decrees at times seem rather revealing: "Knight of 
the Morning Star," "Black Knight," "Knight Jupiter," "Knight of the Rose Cross," "Terrible 
Knight of Masonry," "Knight of the Ape and Lion," "Knight of the East," "Knight of the 
Moon," "Knight of the Morning Star," "Knight of the Phoenix," (The Phoenix symbolized 
the sun, is identified with the peacock, and throughout the East represents Satan), 
"Knight of the Sun," "Knight of the Triple Cross," "Knight of the White and Black Eagle."--
All from Ency. of Freemasonry, Mackey. 

Though the Rosicrucians of San Jose everywhere declare that they are not a 
religious organization, H. Spencer Lewis, the Imperator of the order, claims the title 
"Ordained Priest of the Ashrama in India."--Rosicrucian Manual, H. Spencer Lewis, p. 
12. Publications of the society seem to be on the subject of religion: The Mystical Life of 
Jesus, The Secret Doctrines of Jesus, Mystics at Prayer, The Technique of the Master, 
The Word Went Forth, etc., are Rosicrucian publications. 

It claims to have membership in the "Sacred Sanctums and monasteries of India" 
and in the "'Holy Assembly of Masters in Tibet."--Lewis, op. cit., p. 7. The feast days of 
the order are astrological and are to be celebrated with "sacred music." id., The chamber 
of the temple, a "Secret Room" is in the shape of a cross or is called the "Chamber of 
the Cross, the Abiding Place of Life and Death theTomb of Silence, the Place of Terror." 
The Threshold is never to be crossed without due reverance, and the devotee must 
make the sign of the cross before entering. The word Temple is applied to the buildings 
of the order, and these buildings are "devoted to the worship of God and God's law." 
"Our Temples are sacred," and are "charged with cosmic powers," being "designed by 
the Master Architect to continue His creative work." id.,p. 19. This is indeed strange 
language for an organization "Strictly non-religious!" 

*Mathers, the teacher of A.E. Crawley, the secret master of the San Jose 
Rosicrucians, is listed as "Masonic brother" in Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, XVI, p. 137, an 
official Masonic publication of England, Masonry and Rosicrucianism are spoken of as 
"sister organizaions" by members of both societies, and Masonry has several Rose 
Cross decrees. (The word Rosicrucian means Rose Cross.) 

Within the "sacred Temple" is the Lodge, "the Holy Sanctum, the 'abiding place of 
the Presence of God.'" id., p. 30. In the east of the Lodge is found the "Altar of the 
Master, who represents the Greater Light." The Altar is to be "sacred and holy." The 
Shekinah is found in the center of the Lodge, which also has a Sanctum, upon entering 
which the devotee must at once face the East and make the sign of the cross. Upon 
leaving, he must back out, so that his back may never be turned upon the holy place."--
id., pp. 31,32. 

The Grand Master of-the lodge is to be addressed as "Most Worshipful Grand 
Master." Each lodge also has its Matre, or Mother, before whom the devotee is to kneel. 
p. 33. 

Vestal fires and vestal virgins, called Colombes, are to be found in the lodge. 
These virgins are to be between 13 and 18 years of age upon entering, and must remain 
until they reach 21. Each is to "retain her virtue (remain unmarried).... Colombes are, in 
fact, 'Brides of the Order' during their term of office." id., p. 34. (Throughout the 
mysteries, the word virgin means only that the person is unmarried, having nothing 
whatsoever to do with the individual's morals.) 
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Rosicrucians speak of death as a "transition, immortality of the soul is its 
foundation doctrine, reincarnation is one of the chief teachings, and each candidate, 
when he has been properly prepared is to be contacted by his "secret master," among 
the "Great White Brotherhood," a term which refers to the ghost world.--id., pp. 140, 141. 
There is a "Master K-H-M" who is the "Deputy Grand Master of the Great White Lodge of 
the Great White Brotherhood." This master was once the Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose III 
who has gone through several incarnations.--id., loc. cit.

To become a Master, the student may take an entire lifetime before he will 
"manifest occult or mystic powers." id., p. 151. (The dues must continue during this 
period.) 

In the Rosicrucian Dictionary to be found at the end of the Rosicrucian Manual, 
we find that Astrology, the religion of Babylon, is accepted as a true science. p. 160. 
Black magic ((the calling up of evil spirits, in contrast with the communion with good 
spirits as in white magic)) is declared to be "strictly scientific though little known." Under 
Death we read that "The soul is immortal and cannot be destroyed....Neither the body or 
soul ever dies, and there is no death." id., p. 164. ((Thou shalt not surely die!)) 

The only God of the Rosicrucians is the "God of our hearts.... 

In ancient rituals, we find this as part of the Rosicrucian pledge! 'Man is God and 
son of God, and there is no other God but man." 

The soul of man is a divine spark which is but a part of the central fire or divine 
essence. id., p. 169, 187. 

The Shekinah in the temple is a triangular solid or "Altar" which is 36 inches in 
length, breadth, and height. p. 188. (We have already noted that the number 36 in the 
Babylonian religion referred to the 36 divisions of the zodiac in the astrological religion of 
Babylon. Since the Rosicrucian ever-burning lamps have on them the signs of the zodiac 
and the symbols of the 7 planets, the number 36 seems significant here.) 

Also on p. 188 we read that "the Soul in man is the God in man, and makes all 
mankind a part of God." (This doctrine is pure Pantheism.) 

There is no coming world Master. The Master is within, "and not some foreign 
person of one tongue...." p. 196. ((This of course rules out Christ and His Second 
Coming.)) 

On p. 196 we read that high officers and members of the organization "are to be 
found as priests, clergymen, rabbis, directors, and workers in every one of the various 
religions." 

When Rosicrucians are asked to swear in court, they are to make the sign of the 
cross instead of placing their hands on a Bible, the former being the more sacred. p. 38, 
39. The members use the cross and prayer beads. (See picture, p. 13) 

There is a "36 brethren" division of the Rosicrucian organization." --The 
Rosicrucians, Jenning, p. 189. (This again appears to symbolize the 36 decans of the 
zodiac.) 

The Rosicrucian mysteries combine Greek, Roman, and Islamic Esotericism with 
"Christic Esotericism." "Its Christian philosophy is that of the Gnostic-Coptic fathers, and 
its Light is from the past."-- Book of Rosicruciae, R. Swinburne Clymer, Supreme Grand 
Master, p.3. (This book is a product of the Easter Branch of the Rosicrucians in America, 
an organization which claims that the San Jose Rosicrucians are spurious.) 
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The Rebel Leader among the Archangels is known by many names, but his 
Rosicrucian names are Ophioneus or Lucifer, "Bringer of Light" or "Morning Star."--
Jennings, op. cit.

Spencer Lewis of the San Jose Rosicrucians claimed the title 

"Bish of the Priestine Church" and ordained priests in "the sanctum of the Pristine 
Church of the Rose Cross."--Not Under the Rosy Cross, R. Swinburn Clymer, pub. by 
Rosicrucian Foundation, Quakertown Penn., with photostatic proof that the Rosicrucian 
organization at San Jose had A.E. Crowley as its real head. The two organizations had 
lawsuits over their conflicting claims. 

We are to have nothing to do with Secret Societies! 6T 14, 15; 7T 84; 8T 28; CH 
273; Rev. 17, 18. 
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